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through the Drinking Water State Re-
volving Loan Fund. Many officials ex-
pressed legitimate concerns about the
impact that might have on their budg-
ets, so I worked with the city as well as
with the U.S. and the Illinois EPA to
see if those loans could be forgiven.

Today I am so proud to announce
that I have received assurances that up
to $4 million in Federal funding will be
forgiven. That will happen as soon as
the city completes its application and
receives formal approval.

Mr. Speaker, all communities face
challenges. What separates the great
ones from the rest is whether commu-
nities can come together and solve
these challenges. We still have work to
do to protect children from lead expo-
sure, but Galesburg is a great city, and
I am proud that we are taking this im-
portant step together.

VICTIMS OF GUN VIOLENCE

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, Cedar
Bluff, Alabama, November 16, 2015:

Sylvia Duffy, 71 years old.

Clara Edwards, 68.

Pamela O’Shel, 48.

Tennessee Colony, Texas, November
15, 2015:

Carl Johnson, 77 years old.

Thomas Kamp, 46.

Nathan Kamp, 23.

Austin Kamp, 21.

Kade Johnson, 6.

Clarksburg, West Virginia, July 26,
2013:

Freddy Donald Swiger, 70 years old.

Fred Swiger, 47.

Todd Russell Amos, 29.

Christopher A. Hart, 26.

Springfield, Missouri, November 15,
2014:

Lewis Green, 44 years old.

Trevor Fantroy, 43.

Danielle Keyes, 29.

Christopher Freeman, 24.

Shreveport, Louisiana, May 5, 2016:

Tyrone Coley, 37 years old.

Randy Brown, 36.

Robert Baulkman, 30.

Joey Caldwell, 29.

Richard Baker, 29.

Platte, South Dakota, September 17,
2015:

Nicole Westerhuis, 41 years old.

—————

RESTORE FUNDING TO THE
OVERSEAS WAR ACCOUNT

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, the an-
nual defense bill before the House
today removes $18 billion from the
overseas war account to fund activities
that are not related to war. It is unfor-
tunate that the Republican majority,
which claims to be fiscally responsible,
is raiding OCO in order to blow past bi-
partisan spending agreements. This
budget gimmick would require an $18
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billion supplemental next April—only
halfway through the fiscal year—to re-
store overseas funding for America’s
troops.

This is no way to govern the Pen-
tagon, and it is doing a disservice to
our men and women in uniform by
pushing for this. Defense Secretary Ash
Carter has said that removing overseas
funding during wartime is ‘‘objection-
able on the face of it.”

It is my hope and the hope of many
others on the committee that funding
for the overseas account will be re-
stored on the House floor before the
bill is voted on.

I urge my colleagues to oppose the
defense bill until these funds are re-
stored.

——
HEAD START’S 51ST ANNIVERSARY

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, today is the 5lst
anniversary of Head Start.

Fifty-one years ago, in 1965, Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson announced the
groundbreaking program. In that year,
a shy little girl and the daughter of
Mexican immigrants enrolled in Head
Start, and it changed her life. That lit-
tle girl was me.

In this Chamber, when we fiercely de-
bate funding education, we are some-
times too removed from the reality of
the everyday struggles that are facing
America’s children and just how wide
that opportunity gap is.

Even though I stand before you here
as a Congresswoman, I also stand be-
fore you as a child of Head Start. Uni-
versal, early childhood education is the
best investment we can make to close
that education gap. I know this be-
cause I am living proof of it. Head
Start was not merely something that
helped me; it has helped 32 million
children and their parents to prepare
for school. It has prepared them for
life.

PROTECTING AND DEFENDING THE
RIGHTS OF LGBT EMPLOYEES IN
THE DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION
BILL

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, today and
this week we will debate the national
defense authorization. This is part of
our most fundamental obligation as
Members of Congress, to protect and
defend the Constitution of the United
States of America.

However, there is a provision that is
inserted into this bill that doesn’t pro-
tect and defend—it discriminates. It is
a provision in this bill that would ef-
fectively stop an executive order that
says that Federal contractors cannot
discriminate against employees be-
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cause they happen to be LGBT. I want
to say this again. In the defense au-
thorization, House Republicans have
inserted a provision to empower and
enable the discrimination of LGBT em-
ployees. That is not protecting and de-
fending. That is discrimination. That is
divisive. It is disgusting.

Our job is to protect and defend the
American people and not inject the de-
fense budget with ideologies that are
based on protecting a political base,
Mr. Speaker. It is a disservice to our
troops, and it is a disservice to our na-
tional security to inject such poisonous
language into a defense budget that is
meant to protect and defend the con-
stitutional rights of the American peo-
ple.

————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL VOLUNTEER FIRE COUN-
CIL

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, as the
chairman of the Congressional Fire
Services Caucus, which is the largest
caucus in the Congress, I rise in ad-
vance of the 40th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the National Volunteer
Fire Council on May 20 so as to recog-
nize its hard work and dedication to
protecting our communities. The brave
men and women who volunteer their
time are professionals who put their
lives on the line every day.

Founded in 1976, the NVFC came to-
gether in Chicago to provide a unified
voice for volunteer firefighters across
our Nation. With this guiding vision,
the NVFC has grown its ranks to a
board comprised of 49 State fire service
associations and with a membership of
nearly 20,000 individual and department
members. Today, volunteers have a
strong voice at the table when it comes
to critical fire and emergency service
issues thanks to the NVFC.

The organization has been there to
meet the challenges that volunteers
face and to address critical issues every
day. From groundbreaking programs
and innovative resources to legislative
and regulatory advocacy, the NVFC
continues to serve the volunteer in
meaningful and significant ways. I look
forward to continuing to work with
them to advocate for our volunteers.

——————

COMMEMORATING 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 1916 EASTER RIS-
ING

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the resolution (H. Res. 716) commemo-
rating the 100th anniversary of the 1916
BEaster Rising, a seminal moment in
Ireland’s journey to independence, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 716

Whereas the 100th anniversary of the 1916
Easter Rising has a particular resonance in
the United States;

Whereas, from the foundation of the
United States, Irish people and the millions
of United States citizens of Irish descent
have helped to shape its history;

Whereas, in the words of President John F.
Kennedy, ‘‘No people ever believed more
deeply in the cause of Irish freedom than the
people of the United States’;

Whereas 5 of the 7 signatories of the 1916
Proclamation of Independence spent periods
of time in the United States that signifi-
cantly influenced their thinking and actions;

Whereas the United States is the only for-
eign country specifically mentioned in the
Proclamation;

Whereas the contemporary ties between
the United States and Ireland are of extraor-
dinary depth and breadth;

Whereas continued United States engage-
ment in the Northern Ireland peace process
is vital to safeguarding the gains made since
the Good Friday Agreement;

Whereas the 100th anniversary of the 1916
Easter Rising offers an opportunity for re-
membrance, reconciliation, and reimagining
of the future;

Whereas, on the 17th and 18th of May 2016,
the Taoiseach (Prime Minister of Ireland)
will visit Washington, DC, for events com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of the 1916
Easter Rising; and

Whereas more than 200 other commemora-
tive events will take place across the United
States to mark the anniversary: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recalls the special ties between Ireland
and the United States, continually sustained
and strengthened throughout the inter-
twined history of both countries;

(2) welcomes the program of commemora-
tions in the United States marking the 100th
anniversary of Ireland’s 1916 Rising, includ-
ing the events taking place in Washington
DC; and

(3) recognizes the importance of nurturing
and renewing the unique relationship be-
tween the United States and Ireland and
their peoples into the future.

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KING OF NEW
YORK

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I have an amendment to the text at the
desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following:

That the House of Representatives—

(1) recalls the deep and abiding friendship
between Ireland and the United States, sus-
tained and strengthened by the ties between
our peoples and our shared values;

(2) calls for the enhanced cooperation be-
tween the United States and Ireland in un-
dertaking multi-lateral humanitarian mis-
sions and international peacekeeping oper-
ations; and

(3) supports efforts to continue to increase
political, economic, scientific, educational,
and cultural ties between the United States
and Ireland, including ongoing work to con-
solidate peace and reconciliation in North-
ern Ireland.

The
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Mr. KING of New York (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the reading be dispensed
with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The amendment was agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY

MR. KING OF NEW YORK

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I have an amendment to the preamble
at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will report the amendment.

The Clerk read as follows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas the more than 35 million Ameri-
cans of Irish descent strengthen the friendly
relations between the United States and Ire-
land;

Whereas throughout our history Ameri-
cans of Irish descent have made significant
contributions to the United States and have
helped to shape its history;

Whereas in April 1916, through the Easter
Rising, an attempt was launched to secure
Irish independence;

Whereas signatories to the 1916 Proclama-
tion of the Irish Republic were influenced by
the experience of the United States and
therefore included the United States as the
only foreign country specifically mentioned
in the Proclamation;

Whereas the United States recognized and
established diplomatic relations with the
Irish Free State in 1923;

Whereas Ireland is a valued partner in
international fora, including the United Na-
tions, the NATO Partnership for Peace Pro-
gram, the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe, the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development,
and the World Trade Organization;

Whereas the United States and Ireland
continue to share deep and abiding ties
across a host of areas, including economic,
scientific, and educational cooperative ef-
forts, and international development co-
operation;

Whereas the United States and Ireland
enjoy a thriving and mutually beneficial
trade and investment relationship, with the
United States being the largest exporter to
Ireland of services, and the second largest
exporter of goods;

Whereas the United States and Ireland
enjoy broad scientific cooperative programs,
to the benefit of the United States, Ireland,
and Northern Ireland, facilitated by the
United States-Ireland Research and Develop-
ment Partnership, which prioritizes joint re-
search in the areas of nanoscale science and
engineering, sensor networks, telecommuni-
cations, energy and sustainability, and
health;

Whereas the United States and Ireland sup-
port thriving bilateral educational exchange
programs, which Ireland has promoted in re-
cent years with the establishment of Student
Ambassador programs, increasing scholar-
ships, and being a contributor and Lead Sig-
nature Partner in the U.S. Generation Study
Abroad Program;

Whereas the Governments of Ireland and
the United Kingdom have worked closely,
with the ongoing support of the United
States, in promoting peace and reconcili-
ation in Northern Ireland; and

Whereas the 100th anniversary of the 1916
Easter Rising offers an opportunity for re-
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commitment to strengthening the relation-
ship between the United States and Ireland
for the benefit of future generations in both
countries: Now, therefore, be it

Mr. KING of New York (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent that the reading be dispensed
with.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

The amendment to the preamble was
agreed to.

The title of the resolution was
amended so as to read: ‘‘Recognizing
the deep and abiding friendship be-
tween the United States and Ireland
and recommending actions to further
strengthen those ties.”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4974, MILITARY CON-
STRUCTION AND VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5243, ZIKA RESPONSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016; AND
FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 736 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 736

Resolved, That (a) at any time after adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4974) making
appropriations for military construction, the
Department of Veterans Affairs, and related
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2017, and for other purposes. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Appropriations. After
general debate the bill shall be considered
for amendment under the five-minute rule.
Points of order against provisions in the bill
for failure to comply with clause 2 of rule
XXI are waived. Clause 2(e) of rule XXI shall
not apply during consideration of the bill. (b)
During consideration of the bill for amend-
ment—

(1) each amendment, other than amend-
ments provided for in paragraph (2), shall be
debatable for 10 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent;

(2) no pro forma amendment shall be in
order except that the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at
any point for the purpose of debate; and

(3) the chair of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
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